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Synopsis

If you think idioms are a "tough nut to crack," pick up the revised SCHOLASTIC DICTIONARY OF
IDIOMS. Fun new design and more than 700 common American phrases, sayings, and
expressions.Cat got your tongue? Penny for your thoughts? Come again? Every day, idioms bring
color to our speech. Since they don’t really mean what they say, idioms can stump even the native
English-speaker. Marvin Terban makes understanding idioms "as easy as pie" with the revised
SCHOLASTIC DICTIONARY OF IDIOMS. Explanations for, and origins of, more than 700 everyday
American idioms, complete with kid-friendly sample sentences. The entries are amusing as well as

educational. Alphabetical listing and cross-referencing index makes finding idioms a "piece of cake."
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Customer Reviews

Right off the bat, if you’re autistic like me and have trouble understanding idioms, this product will
surely knock your socks off. There are many idiom books out there, but | heard through the
grapevine that this book was the cream of the crop. Now | usually take advice like that with a grain
of salt, but I'm happy | went out on a limb and buried my head in the sand with this one, because it
has truly made understanding idioms a piece of cake.lt’s a shot in the arm to know that no longer
will | be in stuck in a conversation with my autism as an albatross around my neck every time | open
my mouth; | am now able to bury the hatchet with language. It's books like these that give you a leg

up where genetics let you down. | highly recommend this book.



| really would LOVE to recommend this book for all of people who are learning English as a second
language and hope to know English idioms. | am from Korea, but now | am staying in N.C. to learn
English. | was looking for some books that could helps me to understand the meaning of idioms
because sometimes it was too difficult for me to figure out what they mean. This book has more
than 700 idioms with examples, meanings and origins. The origins help me to remember the idioms
easier. After | read some, | finally understand why people use idioms in particular situations and |
feel like | will never forget them. It may not really helpful for academic courses or daily conversation,
but it is easy to read anytime and it is good for FUN! Unless | am older than twenty, this book is fun
enough! And especially, this is cheaper than others. So, I'd like to say just buy and read. | am 99%

sure that buying this book is going to be a good choice!

This book was recommended to me by another mom whose child also has Asperger’s Syndrome.
These kids just don’t get idioms or nuances of the spoken language among other things. This is a
well-written, fun book for ALL kids. My two sons(11 and 9 years) LOVE having me read several of
the idioms each night. It is a ritual at this point! | read them the idiom and the sentence and they try
to guess the meaning. The definitions and history are really fun and fascinating. | recommend this
book to all kids!

| teach fifth grade in a school with a high level of English Language Learners. We learned an idiom
each week and this book gives the origin of the idiom, which is what really hooked my students to

learning about them. | have bought 3 of these books now for fellow teachers!

By third grade, most students can READ anything you put in front of them, but we sometimes forget
that figurative language is something that clouds the comprehension of otherwise simple text. This

book gives clear explanations of idioms found in everyday language and gives their origin (which is
very interesting). My 3rd grade class uses this resource often to look up idioms they come across in

their reading. But they also like to look through it just for fun! It's very user-friendly.

| had been trying to find a book of idioms that listed the ones commonly used by Americans. Some
other books just overwhelm you with thousands of idioms that nobody ever uses anymore. When |
received this book, | was pleasantly surprised; | knew approximately 90% of the idioms. This is so

much more practical to use in my class. Plus, | like the explanations of their origins, although |



sometimes question its accuracy. Either way, it's a fun and useful book to use. Very user friendly.

| gave this book to my 12-year-old niece for Christmas, and it was by far her favorite present. She
began to read it immediately upon opening it, and frequently read aloud idioms and their meanings
she found interesting. It remains one if the best gifts | have ever given her. She enjoys writing
poetry, and | knew she would be interested in the idioms of our language. | recommend this book to
anyone who has an interest in language, even if they are not especially interested in idioms, or may

not even know what an idiom is. The book is written so well that almost anyone will be drawn into it.

| bought this book to help as | tutor a Mexican woman in English. Idioms can be the hardest thing to
learn, since they don’t always make sense. | wanted to be sure she understands them, even if she
doesn’t always have to come up with them herself. There are multiple ways to say things and she
can get her message across without using idioms, but she will be at a disadvantage if she doesn’t
recognize them when someone else uses them.| like that the book includes 3 resources for each
idiom - a definition, a use in a sentence, plus the derivation. Also, the idioms are listed in

alphabetical order, so it is an easy reference. This book should make learning more fun.
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